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Our plan was to leave the Rocky Neck Shipyard in Gloucester, Mass. on the morning 
of July 6. Last minute preparations for our 11 week Greenland expedition held up 
our departure, but at 1800, after dinner, we got underway . 
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This first leg of the expedition was from Gloucester to Cornerbrook, Newfoundland, 

a sail of 735 miles. As we reached the breakwater at the mouth of Gloucester Harbor 
we were already under sail. The wind was southwest, 15-20 knots, with a clear sky-- 
ideal conditions for our journey east, past Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,-to the 
Cabot Straight, entrance to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 


July is statistically the month most likely to have fog. Foggy days average around 
20 out of 31, so our first day was a very pleasant Surprise. We logged 158 miles 
in the first 24 hours. On the second day the wind backed into the southeast and 
increased to 25 knots. This spelled the end of our good visibility. Although 

we could not see much, we were still able to Slip quietly along under sail. 


On the morning of July 8 a whale was sighted on our port beam. Due to the poor 
_ Visibility we were unable to take any good photographs, however, we all got a good 
look. Ken Balcomb identified this whale as a humpback, but it was an unusual 
color--a sandy brown that Balcomb commented was different from any humpback he 
had seen. This was our only sighting for the next three days as we continued 


along in the fog. 


On July 10 the wind went northwesterly and light. This was the end of our glorious 
sail, but the fog cleared and we were able to see Nova Scotia and New Brunswick for 
the first time during this expedition. Later that day as we motored along on a calm 
sea a pod of perhaps 15 pilot whales was sighted. We stayed with these animals for 
about 10 minutes as they proved to be playful. 


_ We traversed Cabot Strait, the southern opening of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in 
excellent clear weather and sighted the southwest corner of Newfoundland from the 
deck at a distance of 40 miles. This is unusual for such a foggy corner of the world. 
We traveled north about 4 miles offshore, admiring the steep cliffs and mountains 
made round and smooth by glaciers long ago. 


At first light, 0300 on July 12, we entered the Humber Arm and went the last 15 miles 
_into Cornerbrook. Many of the crew were surprised that it was light so early, but 
it is only completely dark for about 5 hours a day here (48 degrees N). 


It was a good beginning and all hands look forward to a unique opportunity to study 
whales in the waters west of Greenland. on | 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lawrence Kilduff 
~ ORV REGINA MARIS 


MAYDAY! MAYDAY! MAYDAY! We desperately need volunteer help in the Boston office. 
Please contact Lori Henderson at 523-3455 for details. 


Thanks , 
The staff... . 
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This has been a week of excitment and contrast--tropic heat to artic conditions, flat 
calms and rosey sunsets to gale force winds with breaking seas--as we lie hove to 

this morning waiting out the departure of a huge deep depression that covers the whole 
Labrador Sea and Davis Straight. 


My week with REGINA really began Tuesday (in Cornerbrook, Newfoundland) when I 
reported aboard to relieve Larry Kilduff as master and found a happy, well-organized 
ship's company ready to head out north that afternoon. It was a lovely clear day, 
the kind one expects in Massachusetts in July, with temperatures soaring into the low 


90's in the afternoon despite a brisk southerly wind. By 3:30 everyone's last minute 


errands were done and we set off, first under power and sail and then largely power 
as the wind died, bound north for Godthaab nearly 900 miles away. 


Amazingly flat seas and warm air were our lot for the next several days as we motor 
sailed rapidly north, averaging 8 knots over the bottom hour after hour. Despite 

some rain there was good visibility, and on Wednesday we pulled into Red Bay on the 
Labrador Coast of the Straight of Belle Isle for a quick "look see" at the arche- 
ological project that is in process there. Much new and exciting material has been un- 
covered since our last visit nearly exactly a year ago. Two new tryworks and a coop- 
erage shop have now been excavated on Spectacle Island itself giving a much clearer 
picture of the working life of the Basque people who used the island as their base 
while whaling in the straight in the mid 1500's. The exploration of the wreck of 

the galleon San Juan which sank in October 1965 just off the island has revealed 

even more startling new facts. A more thorough examination of the many whale bones 
scattered over the harbor bottom has shown that 50% are bowhead bones, the rest being 
right whales, with a few polar bear bones intermingled. Does this mean that there was 


an unusually cold period just then, or were the ranges of bowheads and polar bears 


far wider in those days? On the ship itself two finds stand out. The remains of one 
of the whale boats has been found under the stern. A delicate, lightly built bow 

is all that has been excavated so far but plans are afoot to recover the whole boat, 
the only known surviving remains of a 16th century whaler! The ship's cooperage has 
also been found, complete with the cooper's bottle, glass and basket of salt cod 
bits plus the remains of the black rat that had been sharing his cod surreptitiously 
when the ship sank! 


Fine weather, smooth sea, and following winds too gentle to sail were our lot from 
Thursday morning as we left Red Bay at dawn until Sunday morning. We made fast pro- 
gress until then and had come to within 160 miles of Godthaab when we finally hove 


‘to last evening to wait in force 8 winds and a rising sea for the gale to pass and 


visibility to improve before we approach the Godthaab shore and the scattered ice I 
expect lies somewhere between there and our present position. 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr. 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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